IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel claim 2 without prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject 
matter presented therein. Please amend claims 1 , 3 to 6, and add new claims 7 to 21 , as 
shown below. The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as follows: 





(Currently Amended) A focus detecting device for use in an image 
pickup^ptical uriit, comprising! 

firskphotoelectric conversion m e ans for p e rforming unit which performs 
photoelectric conversion of a light beam emitted from a first pupil area of said image 
pickup optical unit; 

second photoelectric conversion means for p e rforming unit which performs 
photoelectric conversion \f a light beam emitted from a second pupil area of said image 
pickup optical unit, said second pupil area being different from said first pupil area; 

light intercepting m e ans blocking unit having openings a portion for 
blocking light, a first opening for allowing passage of a portion of light in said first pupil 
area an d, and a second opening Apr allowing passage of a portion of light in said second 
pupil area; and 

detecting m e ans for detecting unit which detects a focus condition of said 
image pickup optical unit on the basisyof photoelectric conversion outputs of said first 
photoelectric conversion means unit anM said second photoelectric conversion means unit. 

wherein said light blocking unit is removable from an optical path of said 
image pickup optical unit . 



(Cancelled) 



3. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 1, wherein said 
first photoelectric conversion means unit has a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
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elements while said second photoelectric co wersion means has unit has a plurality of 
photoelectric conversion elements each of which is adjacent to each of said plurality of 



photoelectric conversion elements of said fn st photoelectric conversion means unit , with a 
micro lens means being located in front of se id plurality of photoelectric conversion 
elements of said first photoelectric conversion means unit and said plurality of 
photoelectric conversion elements of said se cond photoelectric conversion unit means 



adjacent to said photo e lectric conversion elements of said first photo e lectric conversion 



means. 



(Currently Amended) 



A device according to claim 3, wherein a color 



filter means is placed in front of said pluralit / of photoelectric conversion elements of said 



first photoelectric conversion unit and said plb 
of said second photoelectric conversion unit . 



ralitv of photoelectric conversion elements 



(Currently Amended) A 



focus detection by said detecting unit, said ligl t int e rc e pting means blocking unit is set in 



device according to claim 1 , wherein , for the 



an the optical path of said image pickup optical 
means. 



6. (Currently Amended) A 
comprising a signal processing circuit for 
photoelectric conversion signal from said first 
photoelectric conversion signal from said 



unit at th e focus detection by said detecting - 



device according to claim 1, further 
producing an image signal by adding a 

ihotoelectric conversion means unit and a 
second photoelectric conversion means unit . 



7. (New) A device according to claim 1, wherein said first and second 
openings have the same size and shape. 



8. (New) A device according to claim 7, wherein said first and second 
openings have an elliptical shape. 



9. (New) A device accordin 
unit is part of a rotatable diaphragm. 



to claim 1, wherein said light blocking 



10. (New) A device according to claim 9, wherein said light blocking 



unit is removed from the optical path of said ima 
rotatable diaphragm. 



;e pickup optical unit by rotating said 



1 1 . (New) A device according vp claim 9, wherein said rotatable 
diaphragm has at least one opening in addition to ^aid first and second openings, for 
allowing passage of light. 

12. (New) A device according tolclaim 11, wherein, for the focus 
detection by said detecting unit, said light blocking jinit is set in the optical path of said , r> 
image pickup optical unit. 



1 3 . (New) A device according to qlaim 1 1 , wherein an opening of said at 
least one opening is set in the optical path of said im^ge pickup optical unit by rotating said 
rotatable diaphragm. 



14. (New) A device according to c- 
opening comprises a plurality of openings each having 



aim 11, wherein said at least one 
a different size. 



-17- 



\ 



15. (New) A device according i 
of openings is set in the optical path of said image pickup optical unit by rotating said 
rotatable diaphragm. 

16. (New) A device according to claim 14, wherein, for the focus 
detection by said detecting unit, said light blockii ig unit is set in the optical path of said 
image pickup optical unit. 



to claim 14, wherein one of said plurality 



17. (New) A device according 
diaphragm comprises a plurality of pairs 
said first and second openings being one of said 
said rotatable diaphragm is used in conjunction 
plurality of openings for allowing passage of lighjt 
having a different size. 



to claim 9, wherein said rotatable 
of openings for allowing passage of light, with 

lurality of pairs of openings, and wherein 
w}ith another rotatable diaphragm having a 
;, each one of said plurality of openings 



18. (New) A device according 
diaphragms is closer to an image plane side of s£ 
of said rotatable diaphragms. 



to claim 17, wherein one of said rotatable 
id image pickup optical unit than the other 



to claim 17, wherein, for the focus 



19. (New) A device accordin 
detection by said detecting unit, said light blocking unit is set in the optical path of said 
image pickup optical unit. 



g to claim 14, wherein one of said plurality 
e pickup optical unit by rotating said 



20. (New) A device accordin 
of openings is set in the optical path of said imag 
rotatable diaphragm, wherein, for the focus detec tion by said detecting unit, said light 
blocking unit is set in the optical path of said image pickup optical unit, wherein said one 
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of said plurality of openings and said light block ng unit are not set in the optical path of 
said image pickup optical unit at the same time, ind wherein said light blocking unit is 
removed from the optical path of said image pickup optical unit by rotating said rotatable 
diaphragm. 

21. (New) A device according to claim 3, wherein said microlens 
projects a projection image on said plurality of \ hotoelectric conversion elements of said 
first photoelectric conversion unit and said plur; ility of photoelectric conversion elements 
of said second photoelectric conversion unit, ana wherein said projection image is larger 
than an entire exit pupil of said image pickup opiical unit. 
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